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in quest of General Coffee, to endeavor to procure informa* tion of the Kentucky and Tennessee divisions, which it was hoped were not far distant, and to urge their speedy approach. In his communication to Coffee the General observes, 'You must not sleep until you arrive within striking distance. Your accustomed activity is looked for. Innumerable denies present themselves, where your riflemen will be all important. An opportunity is at hand to reap for yourselves and your brigade the approbation of your country.'
"In obedience to the order he had received at Mobile, to occupy some central position, where his horses might be subsisted, and whence he might act as circumstances might require, Coffee had proceeded as far as Sandy Creek, a small distance above Baton Rouge, where he had halted. His brigade, on its march, had been greatly exposed and had encountered many hardships. * The cold season had set in, and for twenty days it had rained incessantly. The waters were raised to uncommon heights, and every creek and bayou had to be bridged or swum. Added to this, their march was through a poor country, but thinly settled, where little subsistence was to be had, and that procured with much difficulty. He had been at this place eight or ten days, when, late on the night of the i7th, the express, dispatched from headquarters reached him. He lost no time in executing the order, and, directing one of his regiments, which, for the greater convenience of foraging, lay about six miles off, to unite with him, he was ready in the morning, and marched the instant it arrived. In consequence of innumerable exposures, there were at this time 300 on the sick list.
"Coffee, perceiving that the movement of his whole force in a body would perhaps occasion delays ruinous to the main object in view, ordered all who were well mounted and able to proceed to advance with him, while the rest of his brigade, under suitable officers, were left to follow on as fast as the weak and exhausted condition of their horses would permit. His force, by this arrangement, was reduced to 800 men, with whom he moved with the utmost industry. Having marched eighty miles the last day, heo the French throne, now menacingleet could furnish, if required, a body of 1,500 marines. General Keine foundly mistaken,e in the blood of our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
